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World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought is observed every year on 17
th

 June to 

promote public awareness of international efforts to combat desertification. The day is a unique 

moment to remind everyone that land degradation neutrality is achievable through problem-

solving, strong community involvement and co-operation at all levels 
 

As populations become larger, wealthier and more urban, there is far greater demand for land to 

provide food, animal feed and fibre for clothing. The health and productivity of existing arable 

land is declining, worsened by climate change. To have enough productive land to meet the 

demands of ten billion people by 2050, lifestyles need to change. Desertification and Drought 

Day, running under the slogan “Food. Feed. Fibre.” seeks to educate individuals to reduce their 

personal impact. Food, feed and fibre must also compete with expanding cities and the fuel 

industry. The end result is that land is being converted and degraded at unstainable rates, 

damaging production, ecosystems and biodiversity. 

Food, feed, fibre is also contributing to climate change, with around a quarter of greenhouse gas 

emissions coming from agriculture, forestry and other land use. Clothing and footwear 

production causes 8 per cent of global greenhouse gas emissions, a figure predicted to rise almost 

50 per cent by 2030. With urbanization, many of us have become distant from the land. "Food. 

Feed. Fiber" are essential to our daily life, and most of them are originated from the ground. 

However, in this digital world, everything mentioned above can be easily bought in stores, and 

we, human mostly disregard the benefits given by trees and nature. 

 

The objectives of Desertification and Drought Day are: 

 To promote public awareness of the issue 

 To let people know that desertification and drought can be effectively tackled, that 

solutions are possible, and that key tools to this aim lay in strengthened community 

participation and cooperation at all levels. 
 

This day provides an opportunity to inform and educate humans and the public to create online 

awareness programme on World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought. 
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